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Dear Parents/Carers 

Thank you to all those who responded to the questionnaire. We received 32 responses regarding 32 

pupils which is approximately 28% of the school. We would especially like to thank those who made 

additional helpful comments. All of your views and comments are taken into account. 

We’re pleased to say there were plenty of positives, but parents also identified several areas about 

which they had concerns. We take all of these matters very seriously. 

They include: 

• Concerns about communication between the school and parents and the governors and 

parents. For instance, some have problems with Parentmail. 

• Requests for more information about what the children are learning on the website so 

parents can support the learning at home 

• Indications of a desire for an increase in extra-curricular activities i.e. clubs 

We are responding to some of these immediately – and details are set out below. 

We are however delighted that the questionnaire overwhelmingly showed that: 

• The majority of children are happy at Blewbury school. We were not surprised by this as the 

children tell us that they are happy. We are pleased though as happy children are able to be 

great learners. As Governors, we know it is not just the children who are happy, but the staff 

are too. 

• The  majority of children feel safe at school. It is essential that children feel safe and are kept 

safe. We do ask the children when we visit the school, and they tell us that they feel safe, so 

it is good to know that they tell their parents the same thing. 

• Parents can see that their children are making good progress. The last two years have been 

difficult for everyone, especially for children whose learning was interrupted and changed. 

Governors and school staff are always reviewing the teaching and learning and checking that 

children are making progress. At a recent governor meeting we looked at floor books which 

collect work together and are a good example of the progress that the children are making 

in individual subjects. 

• The Christian character of the school is visible whilst being inclusive of all faiths or none. The 

school is part of ODST and is a Church of England Primary school, so the Christian character 

is important to us. We are at present reviewing our vision and values and will be sharing 

them with you and the community at the beginning of the Autumn term. 

The areas of concern on which immediate action is being taken include: 

1. Communication 

The school is looking at the effectiveness of Parentmail in comparison to other systems and will 

review its use. The intention is to have one system which works well for everyone. The school will 
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continue with the parent meetings and annual reports which gives parents and carers important 

information about their children’s progress. However, they are going to add informal meetings so 

that parents have the opportunity to meet teachers on a rota. This will either be in the form of a 

coffee morning or afternoon tea slot. These will not be formal individual pupil meetings. Remember 

you can always have a quick chat with your class teacher at the end of the day. 

Parents and carers of pupils in Reception and Year 1 have already been invited to Stay and Read 

sessions and this will be repeated next year. 

Prospective reception pupils and parents/carers were invited into school for Stay and Play sessions 

and these too will continue next year. 

The school is planning for volunteers to return to school from September so if you have time and 

would like to help in school, please contact the school office or your class teacher. 

The school will continue to be involved in community events as in the Jubilee this year. 

Governors will keep parents and carers more informed of the progress of the school by ensuring that 

there is a termly e-mail from governors along with an annual meeting (held in June as this year). The 

annual questionnaire will also be issued in June 

2. Website 

Information about what the children are learning is being put up on the website although this is 

taking time as it links to the new curriculum so do visit it regularly. 

Relevant links will be made from the school newsletter to the website so do make use of hem.  

Feedback to us if you have any problems with navigating the website as it was completely revamped 

last year. 

3. Extra-curricular Activities 

We are aware that this has been a difficult area during the uncertain times of the pandemic. Things 

have improved and slowly more opportunities are becoming available. 

The school is reviewing the extra-curricular activities on offer at present and are hoping to increase 

the offer in the Autumn term. 

 

I am always willing to meet with parents and members of the community to discuss anything related 

to the school and the improvements that are being made.  

An annual report to parents from the Governors will be sent out before the end of term so do look 

out for that. 

Best wishes, 

Ann Parham on behalf of the Governing body 


