
SEN Information Report COVID-19 response 
 

The below report reads in conjunction with the SEN information report  

 

How did the school identify pupils with SEN during COVID-19?  

 

During lockdown, identification of need was limited in terms of any formal assessments or input from 

the full range of external specialists. However, the staff continued to observe any patterns of need 

or behaviours, as part of the overall online provision provided. Concerns raised were shared 

appropriately with school leaders.  

Following lockdown, internal assessments continued as much as possible, however a focus on 

mental health and reintegration was the priority. Commissioning external advice and input from 

agencies remained an online process. Records and observations of students continued as normal to 

support provision in school.  

 

How did the school assess and review pupils’ progress towards outcomes during COVID-19? 

During lockdown, SEN pupil profile reviews continued as part of the graduated approach and within 

the government guidelines.  Many of the outcomes were extended over longer periods of time, to 

ensure students received the support they needed and achieved the outcomes initially agreed. 

Parent views and assessment of their learning at home were key to this review.  

Parents of pupil with SEN had opportunities to talk to class teachers through phone calls or email 

and were contacted periodically by a key member of staff.  

Following lockdown, school procedures for assessment and review continued as prior to COVID-19, 

within phased bubbles.  

 

How were adaptions made to the curriculum and learning environment for pupils with SEN during 

COVID-19?  

During lockdown, teaching approaches for pupils with SEN were adapted to an online environment. 

Lessons were taught live or were pre-recorded. This was undertaken through differentiated 

materials and using the group facility on our online platform. Working from home, many were able 

to work at a slower pace and benefitted from having one-to-one support from their parents.  

Students who were accessing education in school were supported in the best manner possible, 

given social distancing guidelines. This was reviewed regularly. Risk assessments were completed 

for pupils with SEND, whilst they were learning at home or in school. Due care was taken to ensure 

they received the support they needed, within the guidelines at the time. A remote learning review 

and policy ensured that no child was restricted through their access to technology and adjustments 

were made accordingly.  

Following lockdown, whilst face-to-face small group interventions were not possible at first with the 

return to school, some small group work was led online with teaching assistants. The sessions 

predominantly focussed on two areas 1) reintegration and 2) unpacking the students’ experience 

of COVID19. This was dovetailed (where possible) with wider outcome interventions, such as social 

communication skills, speaking & listening and emotional health.  



How were pupils enabled to engage in activities available to those who do not have SEN during 

COVID-19? 

During lockdown, a range of tools were used to adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of all pupils. 
Our main platform being Microsoft Teams. Work was broken down into smaller chunks and due care 
was given to using a variety of methods for presentation. For families unable to access online 
materials, work booklets were dropped off at homes, where possible, to ensure learning could 
continue. In some instances, personal devices were provided. Small group interventions with familiar 
staff were offered to pupils with the greatest need.  

The schools Remote Learning Policy ensured that high quality provision and monitoring was upheld. 

Following lockdown, the learning environment was determined by government guidelines, applied 

to our setting and pupils were taught in bubbles. All procedures for adapting the curriculum and 

offering differentiation continued. The school also faced challenges, when designated bubbles 

needed to be sent home and staff needed to be re-assigned to other duties. This was a day-by-day 

decision-making process. Teaching staff continued to deliver support and interventions, where 

possible. Students were monitored and observed, as capacity would facilitate. 

 

What additional support is available including working with other agencies during COVID-19? 

During lockdown, some access to other agencies was possible online. However, this was limited and 

was restricted to agencies meeting practitioners, rather than parents. In some instances, where 

annual reviews were held online with parents, agencies were able to attend. Some agencies were 

able to offer sessions virtually with children at home with their parents or through email 

correspondence.  

Following the return to school, agency support and input remained online. Towards the end of the 
school year, some face-to-face interventions were able to be re-established.  
 

How were the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs 

during COVID-19?  

During lockdown, the school was mainly hosted online with small groups of pupils continuing to 

access education in school. Microsoft Teams was specifically chosen to keep children safe and 

enable them to work collaboratively with their peers. Teachers were able to share examples, as 

were pupils. These were adapted, where possible to meet different needs. 

Where necessary, pupils were able to access additional resources such as ICT and equipment to 

enable them to work from home and ensure access to learning opportunities. This was assessed on 

a needs basis and reviewed regularly.  

Following lockdown, the school followed government guidelines at the time in terms of school 

facilities. Social distances were marked, there was a one-way flow of students, lunch and break 

times were staggered and classes remained in bubbles. For subjects like science, PE and DT the 

facilities were continued to be used with additional cleaning and quarantining where necessary.  

 

How were parents be consulted and involved in their child’s education during COVID-19?  

During lockdown, regular calls were made to parents/ carers regarding the SEN needs of pupils. 



The conversations focussed on provision delivery and support at home, as well as the overall 

wellbeing of the child and family. Where possible, support from outside agencies continued 

remotely.  

Following lockdown, the return to school was discussed with parents, particularly were student were 

uncomfortable with returning. Reasonable adjustments were made as appropriate.  

 

How did the school evaluate the effectiveness of the SEN provision for pupils during COVID-19?  

During lockdown, provision for pupils was monitored through regular communication with families. 

Parents / carers were able to give us feedback on the type of work being set, volume and pace. 

Feedback was used to adapt provision and enhance effectiveness.  

School leaders continued to monitor teaching and learning through review of resources, 

differentiation and attending Teams teaching sessions. Work scrutiny took place and teachers were 

offered personalised feedback to ensure high quality provision, consistent across the school.  

Following lockdown, the priority was to consider emotional wellbeing of students and staff, during 

this time of change. Effectiveness was measured through regular check-ins and touch base 

sessions. Towards the end of the school year, observations and review of class teachers was able 

to return.  

 

What support was there be for children’s overall well-being and to improve mental and social 

development?  

During lockdown, our pastoral teams and teaching staff identified which children were vulnerable 

and at risk. Regular communication with homes was undertaken to support academic engagement 

and check in on wellbeing. For some children, having one-to one time or group time with staff online 

was prioritised. 

Following lockdown, this was a significant whole school focus. Additional support was provided 

where necessary including additional support in class and during unstructured times, additional 

intervention or social stories.  

 

How did the school prepare/support my child when joining or transferring to a new school? 

Transition was managed differently in response to COVID-19. For SEN pupils arriving at our school 

in during this time, an online meeting or phone call was held with parents or carers. This gave 

parents and prospective pupils/students the opportunity to ask questions. 

To support the transition of students out of our school, separate meetings were held with the 

receiving institutions. Information regarding needs and the provision required to meet those needs 

were passed onto the respective institutions and organisations. A copy of the schools Pupil Profiles 

and SEN paperwork was shared as appropriate. Visits to new schools were available for some, but 

following changes in government guidelines during this time, this was not possible for all pupils. 

Where possible, for those starting in Reception, after school visits were arranged when no children 

were present. 

For transition between phases and classes in school, with classes working in bubbles, students were 



not able to meet face-to-face with their new teachers. However, a range of other activities were 

undertaken to support the establishment of new relationships. Where necessary, additional 

services were accessed. 

Following lockdown, the emphasis on transition remained online and socially distanced.  

 

 


