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26 March 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

It has been a busy two weeks in school and the children have been really enjoying their learning.  It has been good 
to see so many happy faces each morning when we are by the gates; the children are settled and really pleased to 
be back in school.  The children have been brilliant at taking on board the new school rules and demonstrating that 
they know and understand how these apply to them in their lessons, at playtime and out of school too. 
 

We have enjoyed observing learning in all the classes this week and have been impressed by the children’s attitude 
to learning across the school. Well done everyone – keep up the good work! 
 

Houses 
You will see from the new website that we have four new houses:  
 

 
 

The children have been grouped into the houses across the school and will start earning house points for their 
learning efforts, for following the school rules, for being good role models. We will share which children are in each 
house on Monday morning. All the houses have been awarded with 100 points to acknowledge the brilliant way in 
which all the children have settled back into school. There are some new house point tubes in the entrance hall 
where children can post their house points. 
 

Blewbury Science Week 15-19 March 2020 
The week was started on Monday 15 March with a zoom meeting to introduce this year’s theme of Innovation and 
Space. 
 

During the week, the children took part in different scientific investigations including moon craters and rockets. 
Year 2 designed habitats for dragon eggs and in Banksy class the children thought about different biomes and 
adaptation.  In Klimt and Picasso, the children designed their own planets and life forms that would inhabit their 
planets. 
 

On Thursday, KS2 had a zoom meeting with Mr Varvill, who is a rocket engineer.  He talked to the children about 
the rocket he is designing for the future of space travel.  The children really appreciated his time and asked plenty 
of interesting questions.  
 

On Friday, Steve from the Space store in Didcot visited school remotely over zoom.  He talked with KS1 and KS2 
separately – kindly funded by Mr Varvill and Ms Suhr.  The children enjoyed listening to his information about 
astronauts and their clothing and then asked some fantastic questions.  
 

Malthus Trust 
We are delighted to announce that the school has be granted £ 2,000 from the Malthus Trust to develop science at 
school.  We put in a bid for a proposal which is being developed with school leadership and external consultants to 
address identified priorities and needs, (both immediate Covid Impact Recovery and longer term).  This is for the 
school community and all year groups and will involve developing and implementing outdoor learning 
opportunities, resourcing an effective delivery of the science curriculum to maximise the potential of the school 
grounds, exploring sustainability, biodiversity and climate change.  
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Attendance 
At Blewbury School we promote and encourage excellent attendance.  This is to ensure that your children do not 
miss valuable learning time.  Regular attendance at school does have a long- term impact on children’s future life 
chances, so we are committed to working with you to ensure all the children attend regularly. 
 

What you can do to help: 

• If your child says they are unwell, consider if they are well enough to complete the activities at school. 

• Remember that it is better if your child comes to school, providing they do not have anything they can pass 
onto others, and we send them home if they become too unwell to complete their learning. 

• Consider if there are any other reasons why your child might want to stay at home and have a conversation 
with us about these so we can work together and offer support. 

• Please make any non-emergency appointments out of school time whenever possible 

• Remember that there are 175 non – school days every year for appointments and other out of school 
activities. 

• Please remember that all holidays in term time must be unauthorised unless there are extenuating 
circumstances. 

 

As of September 2015, the Department for Education (DfE) announced that any pupil whose attendance falls below 
90% will be classed as a Persistently Absent.  Therefore, if a student misses 19 or more days over an academic year 
they will be classed as Persistently Absent.  As parents play an essential role in supporting and promoting good 
attendance, we must work closely with you.  We are required by law, to take action should any child’s attendance 
become a cause for concern.  In order to ensure parent/carers are fully informed we will ensure you are aware if 
your child’s attendance is a concern.  We monitor attendance including late arrivals closely, and will be arranging 
meetings with parents of all children whose attendance is 90% or lower after Easter.  You will receive a letter 
before the holidays if your child’s attendance is below 90%. 
 

Website Photographs  
We are delighted that the photographs for our new website have been taken this week and will soon appear on the 
website.  Please keep a look out for these.  They show that the children are happy and settled in school and the 
range of learning opportunities that the children have at Blewbury.  We have recently added photographs of World 
Book day and Science Week . Please visit the site and encourage other prospective parents to visit too.  
https://blewbury.oxon.sch.uk/ 
 

Seesaw 
We wanted to let you all know that we are still using Seesaw as platform for sharing information and for setting 
homework, so please check this to keep up to date with what is happening in your child’s class.  If you need any 
support with this, please get in touch with your child’s class teacher. 
 

Gardening Project 
The gardening project has been launched and the children have made a start on thinking about ways to develop 
the garden spaces, plant seeds, and focus on preparing the ground for planting.  We are linking this closely to our 
learning and how we prepare ourselves for learning and what we need as individuals to grow and flourish. 
 

The Year Six children focused on sketching the Cherry Tree last week and the biodome has been cleared and is 
being prepared for planting.  The children in Da Vinci are planning some exciting planting projects linked to their 
learning next term. 
 

Reading  
We are raising the profile of reading across the school.  We have been working with the children and the PTA to 
review book corners and reading spaces.  Thank you very much to the PTA for providing £3,000 to spend on 
improving reading spaces in each classroom.  The children are contributing to the designs and planning.  This is a 
very exciting project!  We look forward to being able to show you the new improved spaces. 
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We would appreciate any support you can give your child at home with regular reading, daily if possible.  Daily 
reading of the reading book which is matched to your child’s phonic stage and reading to your child will have an 
enormous impact on your child’s reading development.  Alongside this, to develop comprehension and other 
reading skills, it is beneficial to share and discus a range of texts with your child, including talking about new 
vocabulary. Here are some websites that might be helpful: 
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/ 
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 
 

Please ensure your child brings their reading book back to school each day so we can hear them read regularly.  
Thank you for your support with this. 
 

Parking 
We have been contacted by a couple of local residents who have expressed concern over the way in which 
parents/carers are parking their cars at drop off and pick up times.  Not only is this is causing a great deal of 
inconvenience to our neighbours, but also presents hazardous and dangerous situations for our pupils, pedestrians 
and other road users.  We would ask you please to be mindful when parking and use the village hall where 
possible.  Thank you. 
 

Support for Down Syndrome Awareness  
Well done to Amos Smith for walking 21 miles for Down Syndrome Awareness.  Amos completed the final mile in 
school with all the children from Klimt and Picasso.  Well done to everyone for supporting this important charity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We hope you all have an enjoyable weekend when it arrives.  Please note that term ends at 1:30 pm on 
Wednesday 31 March 2021 and Summer Term commences on Monday 19 April 2021. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 

Lisa Austin and Lisa Horton 
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