
Blewbury Endowed C of E Primary School 
 Westbrook Street, Blewbury, Didcot, Oxon. OX11 9QB 

Telephone:   (01235) 850411 
 

Interim Headteacher 

    Becky Costello BA Hons:    becky_cost@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk 

Consultant Headteacher 

    Lisa Horton:    head.3248@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk 
 

                                

 
27 November 2020 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 

Driving Forward School Improvement at Blewbury Endowed CE Primary School 

 

A number of significant actions have taken place in the past few weeks to address the areas requiring 

improvement across the whole school. These are already having impact on our children, and include: 

 Close work with English and Maths Consultants, which have established clear plans for 

improvement in teaching and learning, resourcing, and provision for English and Mathematics 

across the school. The Consultants have worked closely with the curriculum leads, have 

observed teaching, and have reviewed the evidence of progress in children’s books. Their 

recommendations have been immediately acted upon, to ensure we are moving things 

forward rapidly; 

 My work with all the staff, observing teaching and learning, and providing targeted support 

and training; 

 Ensuring that there are robust procedures in place for focusing on the areas requiring 

improvement, directing resources to provide support which will enable children to catch up, 

especially after lockdown; and 

 Pupil Learning Meetings, where children bring their work and talk about their learning. These 

help to establish if children across the school know what they need to do to improve, if 

teachers are being effective in their communication with children, and if the ongoing 

feedback and marking in books is effective and moving the learning forward. The children 

really enjoy these sessions and it has been a pleasure meeting with them. 

I will continue to keep you up to date with the ongoing improvements that are happening in school. 

 

Improving Reading  

 

We are very excited to have purchased a 3 year contract with Lexia UK 

for licences to enable pupils’ access to their Lexia Core5 Reading program. Lexia are currently working 

with the EEF (Education Endowment Fund) and Queen’s University, Belfast, on implementation of the 

EEF’s recent work on children’s reading. Lexia Core5 Reading is a fun, computer based program 

mailto:becky_cost@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:head.3248@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:head.3248@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk


Blewbury Endowed C of E Primary School 
 Westbrook Street, Blewbury, Didcot, Oxon. OX11 9QB 

Telephone:   (01235) 850411 
 

Interim Headteacher 

    Becky Costello BA Hons:    becky_cost@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk 

Consultant Headteacher 

    Lisa Horton:    head.3248@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk 
 

                                

designed for use from Reception through to Year 6. The activities in Core5 support and build on our 

classroom curriculum and focus on developing reading skills in six areas: phonological awareness, 

phonics, structural analysis, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.  

This program will directly support the following School Improvement objectives: 

 

 To improve progress and attainment in reading; 

 To improve provision and progress for disadvantaged pupils, and those with Special 

Educational Needs; and 

 To assist with a catch up programme across the school for any child that has fallen behind. 

 

After the Christmas Holiday, all children in Reception and Key Stage One will undertake regular 

sessions, which will be held in classes. We have also purchased additional licences to enable Core5 

Reading to be used as one of our tools for additional targeted support in Key Stage Two. 

Once pupils have become familiar with using Core5 in school, usernames and passwords will be sent 

home so that children can access their individual programs from home.  

For more information on Core5 Reading use the link below to access the Lexia Core5 Reading 

information leaflet. 

https://www.lexiauk.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/LxUK_Core5_Primary_Leaflet.pdf 

 

 

Leadership Update 

 

In January 2021, I will be joined by Lisa Austin - Executive Headteacher - who will be working for 

ODST in Blewbury Endowed CE Primary School for three days each week. Lisa will be visiting the 

school next week. Lisa and I are looking forward to working together to further strengthen the 

Leadership of the school. Here is some information about myself, and about Lisa Austin, to give you a 

better understanding of our previous roles and experience: 
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staff and village community at Blewbury and to playing a significant part in leading the continued 

journey of school improvement. 

Before the end of this term I will be visiting school to meet with pupils and staff. During one of the 

visits I plan to be at the school gate and hope to meet some of you in person. I will also be present at 

the virtual meeting for parents on Thursday 3rd December. 

Lisa Austin, Executive Headteacher 

 

Uniform 

Please ensure that your child wears uniform to school every day. We have acknowledged that 

additional jumpers may be needed whilst we are having windows and doors open, but many children 

have started to wear non – uniform. It is important that children feel part of the school and have a 

sense of pride in wearing their uniform. Thank you for your cooperation with this. 

 

Internet Safety 

All the children have had some lessons in school on Internet Safety as part of Anti-Bullying Week. 

They have been exploring themes on keeping themselves safe, information sharing and bullying 

online. We would appreciate you talking to your children at home about staying safe on-line and 

I began my teaching career at Glory Farm School in Bicester. I have 

extensive experience in many aspects of education: as Headteacher; as 

Lead Advisor for vulnerable children for Oxfordshire County Council; and 

as an Executive Head of two Primary Schools, and Consultant Head for the 

Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust. I am passionate about creating a culture of 

challenge and improvement for all stakeholders and am committed to 

doing my best for your children during my time at Blewbury Endowed CE 

Primary School.  Lisa Horton, Consultant Headteacher 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself ahead of 

starting my new role at Blewbury Endowed CE Primary School in 

January. As an experienced school leader I have worked in a range of 

primary schools both as Headteacher and as a part of a Local Authority 

School Improvement Team. For the past year I have been working for an 

ODST school as Interim Headteacher but the majority of my experience 

has been as Executive Headteacher of two village primary schools. As 

such, I am so looking forward to getting to know the pupils, parents, 

staff and village community at Blewbury and to playing a significant 

part in leading the continued journey of school improvement. 

Before the end of this term I will be visiting school to meet with pupils 

and staff. During one of the visits I plan to be at the school gate and 

hope to meet some of you in person. I will also be present at the virtual 

meeting for parents on Thursday 3rd December. 

Lisa Austin 

Executive Headteacher 
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ensuring that they are only accessing suitable games and sites. We know of some children are 

accessing games and sites which are unsuitable for their age group, such as Fortnite. 

We have recently been alerted to a Tik-Tok video that is currently being circulated which is extremely 

violent. It is always difficult to know how much to tell children and families about this sort of thing; 

we don’t want to bring even more attention to these videos, however I do think it is important that 

you as parents are aware. We need to work together to keep the children safe and keep talking to 

the children about the dangers of the internet and monitor their use of it. It has been reported that 

the video called ‘Megan Is Missing’ is causing significant trauma to those who have witnessed the 

content of it. It has gone already gone viral in other parts of the country so please do be vigilant. 

 

Attendance  

We are continuing to monitor attendance regularly and will be making telephone calls home to 

parents of those children whose attendance is below the Department for Education accepted 

percentage. School-age pupils are classified as persistent absentees if they miss 10% of school 

sessions. If your child’s attendance is below 90%, I will be telephoning you to ask how we can support 

you to improve this, to ensure your child is not missing valuable learning time in school. We do 

understand that children are unwell from time to time, which is why we are managing this on an 

individual basis. 

 

Seesaw 

In response to some queries and questions about Seesaw, here is a summary of what each class 

teacher is posting to prompt you to access the platform. Please come and speak to your child’s class 

teacher if you have any questions or need any advice on how to help your child at home. 

 

Class  Homework on Seesaw and Day it 
will be posted. 
 

Any other information 

 
Da Vinci  

 
Learning task posted on a Friday. 
 
 

 
Please read with your child each day and 
help them practise their sounds. 

 
Goldsworthy 

Friday – homework will be posted 
including spelling and maths 
practise. 
 
In addition, a spelling sheet is sent 
home for additional practise and to 

In addition to the homework children 
should read every evening. 
I will also do a weekly announcement 
telling parents what we have been/will 
be learning. 
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share with parents the spelling 
patterns for the week. 
 

 
Picasso 

 
Monday Spelling homework.  
 
Friday Maths 
 
 

The Monday spelling activity should be 
completed and then the spellings 
practised ready for Friday.  
In addition to online homework children 
should read every day at home.  
A weekly update will be posted on a 
Friday.  

 
Klimt 

 
Every Friday –work will be posted. 
 
 

 
Spelling and Maths posted 
Please encourage your children to read 
every evening. 

Banksy  
 
 

Maths and Spellings every Friday – 
sometimes this includes additional 
work. 

Please encourage daily independent 
reading. 
 
 

 

Home–School Partnership and Communication 

As it has been particularly challenging to stay in touch for all of us in recent times, at Blewbury we are 

keen that we explore as many ways as possible to keep you up to date and informed about how your 

child is getting on and what is happening in school. Thank you to all of you who attended the Parent 

Teacher Consultation Meetings on Zoom. Feedback from staff and parents indicates that these were 

a very effective and efficient way of meeting. We will be following these up, by contacting any parent 

who has not yet had an appointment with the teacher – we are aiming for 100% involvement!  

I have also had many telephone conversations with parents, and some Zoom Calls, all of which have 

been extremely helpful and informative. Please do contact myself or your child’s class teacher for a 

Zoom Meeting or phone call if you have any concerns or queries. We want to encourage an open and 

honest dialogue with you all. Working in partnership in this way, ensures we are doing our very best 

for your children. 

Have a safe and happy weekend! 

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Lisa Horton 

Consultant Headteacher 
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