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Hamilton have some very good weblinks https://www.hamilton-trust.org.uk/topics/upper-key-stage-2-topics/earth-matters/mountains/ 
A detailed study of 7 diverse mountain ranges https://www.britannica.com/list/exploring-7-of-earths-great-mountain-ranges 
List and descriptions of 10 highest mountains in the world https://www.muchbetteradventures.com/magazine/highest-mountains-in-the-world-top-10/ 

 

Blewbury CE Primary School – Geography Banksy   
Shine your light and share it with the world! 

Inquiry question:    Is it every OK to fight ? 

Geography unit:  Mountains  

Strand:   Physical geography 

Why is this unit being taught in this term and links to 
previous learning. 
Linking to the inquiry question – fight for survival/extreme sports 
Links to work on biomes in Year 4  
Links to work on volcanoes and earthquakes in year 4 and 5  
Links to comparison study – England and Greece Year 3 and understanding 
tourism. 
Links to previous work on climates Year 2,3 and 4 
Foundations for ‘Where is the best place to build’ Year 6 

Geographical skills and fieldwork (what the children will do) 

 
Describe the layers of the earth using key vocabulary.   
Locate tectonic plates on a map.  
Locate key mountain ranges around the world.  
Investigate and compare different mountains around the world, looking at 
height, vegetation, animals that live there and the range of the mountains. 
Which countries do they run through?  
Discuss the climate of mountains and explain why this may be the case. 

What children will need to already know to access this 
unit: 

There are 7 continents and 5 oceans 
There are different physical features in different climate 
zones/biomes 
That human being's impact on the world  

Key vocabulary/glossary of terms:  
crust The Earth's crust is its outer layer 
mantle the part of the earth between the crust and the core 
core the central part of the earth, beneath the mantle 
Tectonic plates any of the several segments of the Earth's crust that move   
mountain a very high area of land with steep sides 
Mountain range A mountain range is a series of mountains that are connected together 

generally to form a long line of mountains. 

summit The peak (highest point) of the mountain 

altitude the height of an object or point in relation to sea level or ground level 

slope The side of the mountain 

valley The low area between mountains. Can be described as u or v shaped 

collision when two objects come in contact with each other 

endangered Endangered species are animals/plants that are in danger of becoming 
extinct, which means that there wouldn't be any of that type of 
animal/plant left in the world anymore 

mountaineering Mountain climbing is the sport of climbing to high points in mountainous 
areas 

species A species is a group of similar organisms that can breed with one another 
to produce fertile offspring 

diverse Diversity means differences 

Sky burial Where the corpse is left to be eaten by vultures (Tibetan Buddhist 
practice) 

 

What will children know by the end of this unit: 
Physical Geography 
The earth: 
The Earth has three layers – the crust at the very top, then the mantle, 
then the core at the very middle of the planet. The Earth's crust is 
made up of huge slabs called tectonic plates, which fit together like a 
jigsaw puzzle.  
These tectonic plates slowly move over a long period of time. 
Mountains:  
When two tectonic plates of the earth's crust grind into each other the 
land can be pushed upwards, forming mountains.  
Many of the greatest mountain ranges of the world have formed 
because of enormous collisions between the tectonic plates.  
When many mountains are close together, this is called a range.  
The highest point of a mountain is called the peak or the summit 
Name some mountain ranges/ famous mountains. 
Mountain zones – altitudinal zonation 
Human Geography:  
The impact humans have had on mountain regions – endangered 
animal and plant species.  
Mountaineering is a sport 
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