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27 November 2019 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian & Community Members 

 

Communication from the IEB 

 

This is just another short update from Blewbury School’s Governors – or its Interim Executive 
Board (IEB) – to use the formal title. We had our latest monthly meeting last week and 
thought we’d share a few key messages from our discussions. 

First we were updated on moves towards Blewbury becoming an “Academy School”.  When 
the school doors open on Monday 2nd December we expect it to be as the 35th school to join 
the Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust (ODST) academy chain. This will be an important change in 
the status of the school and will mark a significant point on our journey in response to the 
Ofsted inspection early in 2019.   

After this transition the school – as an academy – will be under the direct supervision of 
ODST, and will no longer be the responsibility of Oxfordshire County Council. ODST will 
therefore be the body offering a range of support, guidance, and resources. The philosophy 
of ODST is to allow individual schools to retain their existing character and values, and so in 
many respects the school will continue as before, albeit with the changes being driven 
through since the spring continuing apace. 

It is anticipated that there will be some special events to commemorate this change of stus, 
probably on January 7th, and further details will be circulated as soon as they are available.  
In the meantime, life in the school continues with all sorts of special events, art exhibitions, 
overseas visitors, class outings and in a couple of weeks it will be Christmas lunches and 
pantomime time. For information please visit the newly re-styled Blewbury School website 
https://www.blewbury.oxon.sch.uk  
 
We are really pleased with the work that continues to take place as a result of the new school 
curriculum. A visit to the school last week enabled us to seek the views of the children. They 
were all very enthusiastic about their learning and the projects that they have undertaken 
this academic year. They were able to share their knowledge about the superpowers of mini-
beasts; the art of Picasso; Volcanoes and the Rainforest. We were able to visit the art gallery 
and were impressed with the way the children had explored different mediums to produce 
works of art. We listened to a reasoned debate in Banksy class and were impressed with how 
articulate the children were, how they listened to each other, and how they respected other 
viewpoints. We continue to monitor the educational progress that the children are making 
and hold the school to account. 
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We can now also tell you that we - as governors - will continue to serve under the new set up, 
as ODST have asked the Interim Executive Board (and the Interim Headteacher too), to 
continue in their roles into 2020.  That means continuity for the programme of school 
improvement that we’ve been working on together since last spring. 
 
With very best wishes, 
 
Blewbury School Interim Executive Board 
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